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Negotiations of  

     the mercury convention 
 

(2009) UNEP GC Decision 25/5: Intergovernmental Negotiation Committee 
(INC) to prepare a legally binding instrument on mercury, a global concern  

 

 

5 sessions from June 2010 (INC1) to January 2013 (INC-5)  

Agreed text of the Minamata  Convention on mercury  

 

 

Signing the convention : October  2013 -October 2014:  128 signatures  

 

 

Ratifications : 18 (Nov ςπρυɊȣȣȣȣȣafter  50 Ratifications :  

 ENTRY INTO FORCE (end 2016? begining  2017?)  

 

 

about  a year  later :  the First  Conference of the Parties  
 



OBJECTIVE OF THE MINAMATA 

CONVENTION 
 

Article 1 : άThe objective of this Convention is to protect the 

human health and the environment from anthropogenic 

emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds.έ 

 

TOTAL mercury emissions to the air (all sources): 5500-8900 t/y 

-  Natural emissions: about 10% (i.e.vulcanoes or geothermal 

activities) 

-  Anthropogenic emissions: about 30% (industrial sources) 

-  Re-emissions: about 60% (previously deposited onto soils, 

water and vegetation) 

(Source: UNEP Global Mercury Assessment 2013) 

 

 
 
      



The whole life cycle of mercury: 

technical articles (2-12) 
 

Article  2: Definitions  

Article  3: Mercury  supply  sources and trade  

Article  4: Mercury  added products  (annex A) 

Article  5: Manufacturing  processes which  use mercury  

(annex B) 

Article  6: Exemptions  to products  and processes  

      (to annexes A-B) 

Article  7: Artisanal  and small -scale gold mining  (annex C) 

 

 
 
      



The whole life cycle of mercury: 

technical articles (2-12) 

 

Article  8: Emissions to the atmosphere  (annex D) 

Article  9: Releases to land  and water  

Article  10: Environmentally  sound interin  storage 

of mercury , other  than  waste mercury  

Article  11: Mercury  waste 

Article  12: Contaminated  sites  

 

 
 
      



Articles on key tools for the 

implementation (13-15) 
 

Article 13: Financial resources and mechanism 

Article 14: Capacity- building, Technical 

assistance and technology transfer 

Article 15: Implementation and Compliance 

Committee (to promote implementation; 

facilitative in nature) 

 
 
      



Articles on knowledge and 

information for the implementation 

(16-19) 

 

Article 16: Health aspects. Vulnerable populations 

Article 17: Information exchange  

Article 18: Public information, awareness and 

education 

Article 19: Research, development and monitoring  

 

 

 
 
      



Articles on tools and elements for 

the national implementation (20-22) 

Article 20: Implementation Plans. (Not 

compulsory, initial assessment 

considering domestic circumstances).  

Article 21: Reporting (art. 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9) 

 

Article 22: Effectiveness evaluation 

 

 
 
      


